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Ozaukee County 4-H Sportsmanship Code of Conduct

Introduction
This Sportsmanship Code of Conduct is based on trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship and will be applied to all 4-H competitive events.  4-H leaders, members, parents, legal guardians and others associated with the 4-H program will be expected to comply with the code.  
Poor sportsmanship and lack of ethics can have a long-term, negative impact on youth and their contribution to their community and society as a whole. The examples adults set in being honest; gracefully accepting competition results, as well as showing respect and kindness will help send the right messages for youth to model, and will help them to be more successful in life. 
This code of conduct is applicable to any 4-H competitive event, whether at the club, county or state level.

Competitive Events
Competitive events are one of a number of important educational methods in 4-H youth development.  Participation in such events help 4-H’ers to make and defend decisions, speak publicly, gain knowledge and skills in a subject matter, and learn to deal with competitive situations.  

A 4-H competitive event is one in which 4-H members compete, individually or as a team for recognition, and which uses 4-H in the name of the event and/or the 4-H name and emblem in promoting the event.  The term ‘event’ is used to apply to activities that are exclusively 4-H.  Events can include but are not limited to judging contests, exhibits, sporting competitions, and other performance events.   
Code of Conduct for 4-H Members
· I will demonstrate good sportsmanship at every 4-H competitive event that I attend, whether as a participant or observer.

· I will graciously accept competition results and support those who have won and lost.

· I will do my best to listen and learn from my leaders.

· I will treat all 4-H youth, volunteers, and others with respect, and will expect to be treated the same.

· I will alert leaders or parents of situations where good sportsmanship is not being displayed.

-
I will remember that 4-H events are opportunities to learn and have fun along the way

Code of Conduct for 4-H Volunteers, Parents, Legal Guardians, Others
· I will encourage good sportsmanship by being respectful of judges, leaders, or referees at any competitive event.

· I will reject a ‘win-at-all-cost’ attitude, focusing on broader issues, such as life lessons, and overall character development.

· I will not support or engage in inappropriate behaviors or language at any 4-H competitive event.

· I will remember that events are for youth, not adults, and will do my best to make events fun for all of the children, leaders and parents involved.

· I will ensure that my child treats all 4-H youth, volunteers, and others with respect. 
· I will gracefully accept competition results and support those who have won and lost.

· I will express concerns and suggest alternatives to ‘make the best better’ to the appropriate policy makers (i.e. 4-H Club Leadership Team, 4-H Leader’s Board, Ag Society Fair Board, etc.).

· I will gracefully accept policies, rules, and procedures, even if I don’t agree with all of them.

· I will expect no special privileges for my own children or other members in my role as a 4-H supporter or volunteer.
-     I will hold others accountable for good sportsmanship and civility.
Violation of Codes
If the code is violated, the following steps may be taken:

• The adult chaperone or parent of the youth involved in the violation will be made aware of the situation.
•Counseling will take place with the involved member(s) to reach an understanding and stop the inappropriate behavior.
• When warranted parent(s) will be called and arrangements made for transportation home at the parent's expense.
•The 4-H'er(s) and/or their parent(s) or legal guardian(s) may be restricted from participating in 4-H activities, depending on the severity of the violation.

•4-H member(s) or team may be disqualified from the contest and will be ineligible for any awards. Competition in later contests may also be barred. This will be determined by the event chair, 4-H staff member, or 4-H volunteer leadership team working with the event.   Final appeals rest with the Ozaukee County 4-H Leaders Association Board.

•If any municipal, state or federal laws are violated, the youth or adult individual(s) will be referred to local authorities.

Reporting
• 4-H youth, parents, or adult volunteer 4-H leaders should report unsportsmanlike conduct violations to the adult leader or leadership team of the event.
Ozaukee County 4-H Acceptable Use Policy for Electronic Resources

Ozaukee County 4-H is pleased to offer its youth members and adult leaders access to the Internet at the Ozaukee County Fairgrounds Youth Building. This access is intended for the purpose of performing work related to 4-H projects or other 4-H activities.  

4-H families should be aware that some material accessible via the Internet may contain items that are illegal, defamatory, inaccurate, or potentially offensive to some people. In addition, it is possible to purchase certain goods and services via the Internet which could result in unwanted financial obligations for which a member’s parent or guardian would be liable.

While it is the intent of Ozaukee County 4-H to make Internet access available in order to further program educational goals and objectives, members or leaders may find ways to access other materials as well. Even if the 4-H organization may institute technical methods or systems to regulate member/leader Internet access, those methods may not guarantee compliance with the 4-H’s acceptable use policy. Ultimately, parents and guardians of minors are responsible for setting and conveying the standards that their children should follow when using electronic information sources. 

Youth members utilizing 4-H-provided Internet access must first have the permission of and must be supervised by an adult leader. Members utilizing 4-H provided Internet access are responsible for good behavior on-line.

To remain eligible as users of Ozaukee County 4-H provided internet access, use by youth or adult leaders must be in support of and consistent with the educational objectives of the Ozaukee County 4-H organization. Passwords must not be communicated to others outside of the 4-H organization.  Access is a privilege, not a right.

Users should not expect that files stored on 4-H electronic equipment will always be private. Electronic messages and files stored on 4-H owned electronic equipment may be reviewed for appropriateness from time to time.  Administrators and leaders may review files and messages to maintain system integrity and ensure that users are acting responsibly.  4-H reserves the right to monitor and access all use of or content on the 4H computer network.

Illegal or inappropriate use of 4-H provided internet access includes but is not limited to:

a. access, upload, download, or distribution of pornographic, obscene, or sexually explicit material;

b. access, upload, download or distribution of material that is discriminatory, harassing or defaming;

c.
transmitting obscene, abusive, sexually explicit, or threatening language;

d.
violation of any local, state, or federal statute;

e.  vandalizing, damaging, or disabling the property of another individual or organization;

f.
accessing another individual's materials, information, or files without permission; 
g.
violation of copyright or otherwise use the intellectual property of another individual or organization without permission; and

h.
use in such a way that causes congestion or disruption to the equipment or internet access.

Any violation of 4-H policy and rules may result in loss of 4-H provided access to the Internet. Additional disciplinary action may be determined in keeping with existing behavioral agreements. When and where applicable, law enforcement agencies may be involved.

Ozaukee County 4-H makes no warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, for the Internet access it is providing. Ozaukee County 4-H will not be responsible for any damages users suffer, including--but not limited to--loss of data resulting from delays or interruptions in service. Ozaukee County 4-H will not be held responsible for personal property used to access the internet service provided by the 4-H organization. Ozaukee County 4-H will not be responsible for unauthorized financial obligations resulting from 4-H provided access to the Internet.

NOTICE: This policy and all its provisions are subordinate to local, state, and federal statutes.


