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Children get an up-close
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Council to seek bids on new public works facility

By Denise Seyfer
News Graphic Staff

CEDARBURG — Common
Council members voted unani-
mously Monday to send the city’s
proposed Public Works facility
needs out for bids.

Though the vote does not guar-
antee a facility will be built, it
does allow the city to get the best
market price for its construction.

The estimated $8.3 million

structure is comprised of a new
city recycling yard, costing
approximately $1 million, and a
main storage building for vehicles
and equipment amounting to $7.3
million, according to Kueny archi-
tect Jon Wallenkamp. 

“We all are benefiting from this
(project). Our goal is to get some
direction,” Wallenkamp said,
adding he wanted to get bids and
the best prices before contractors
become busier, which will
causeprices to rise. 

Cedarburg Mayor Kip Kinzel
weighed in on the issue of cost
and the council’s past choices. Submitted photo

This rendering by Kueny Architects shows what a new Cedarburg  Public Works facility on Lincoln Boulevard and
Johnson Street could look like.See DPW, Page A9

$8.3 million projected
cost could be reduced,

depending on plan

‘It takes work and responsibility’

Utility knew about fly ash for more than a decade
By Melanie Boyung
News Graphic Staff

GRAFTON — The town of Grafton and We
Energies are making progress on a local fly ash
dump site as the Town Board gave conditional
approval to the agreement that will allow We

Energies to remediate the area.  
During a special meeting that ran nearly 2

1/2 hours Monday, the board discussed plans
and problems with the We Energies project
involving excavating 53,000 cubic yards of fly
ash from a property at the end of Stonecroft
Drive. The meeting was to hammer out the

agreement and road bond permit that We
Energies require to begin work, as their plan to
move about 3,500 trucks of fly ash from the cur-
rent site to the Highway 32 landfill will damage
Stonecroft Drive to the point of needing
replacement. The fly ash sediment is a byprod-
uct of coal burning. 

We Energies had known the site was contam-
inated with fly ash for about 11 years, according
to discussion at the meeting.

“What I’m wondering is why nobody from
We Energies felt a moral obligation, if not a
legal one, to come and tell us this (about the fly
ash),” town Chairman Lester Bartel said.

Tom Jansen, principal engineer for We
Energies’ environmental department, told the
board that the dump site was a matter of public
record that they had properly reported to the
Department of Natural Resources, but did not
directly address why the town had never been
informed before this month.

The property was acquired by We Energies
in February, after it was divided and rezoned to
residential. During Monday’s meeting, Bartel
asked why the presence of fly ash was con-
cealed during rezoning.

“If we had known that, there is no way we
would have allowed that division to go forward
and be zoned residential,” Bartel said.

The future zoning of the parcel was a point
of contention in the discussion. The town put
in the agreement that We Energies would have
it rezoned to conservation; We Energies had
that stricken from the draft as it considered

The nearly 6 acres of fly ash in the town of Grafton is located at the end of Stonecroft Drive, left of the
farm above.

By Billy Kobin
News Graphic Staff

CEDARBURG — The highlight of the 4-H year for many participating youth is the Ozaukee
County Fair. The anticipated event  opened Wednesday, and the animal barns already were live-

ly by the afternoon.
Sarah and Paul

Riemer were prepar-
ing their sheep in the
horse and sheep barn for show day, which is
today. The siblings from Mequon are part of
Lindenwood 4-H. Sarah, 16, has shown sheep
at the fair for six years, and Paul, 11, has
shown sheep for three years.

“It’s fun showing (our sheep),” Paul said.
“It’s also fun winning a prize.”

“I also enjoy educating people because not
everybody lives on a farm,” Sarah said. “Not
everybody has sheep, and so I think it’s a
good learning experience.”

The siblings said they will also show sheep
at the Wisconsin State Fair and at the
Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival at the
Jefferson Fair Park in Jefferson in
September.

“I enjoy the learning experiences that we
have throughout the year,” Sarah said. “I
enjoy working with the lambs, watching
them grow. It’s a lot of fun to feed them when
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Ashley Faulkner is pictured with one of two pigs she will be
showing at the fair.
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Sarah Riemer and her sheep were some of the earliest to arrive at the
animal barns for the Ozaukee County Fair Wednesday.
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